The limited number of RNA structures determined by X-ray crystallography and NMR spectroscopy compels the use of experimental and theoretical methods that are less precise to obtain information on RNA conformation.
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The FASEB Journal GAUTHERET AND CEDERGREN The number of three-dimensional structures to be considered for a base-paired nucleotide is dependent on two factors: the flexibility of the ribophosphate backbone and the type of base pair. The flexibility of the backbone was estimated by superimposing all nitrogen bases in a nucleic acid database. An mis distance matrix was calculated, and with the same cluster breadth #{224}sed in Fig. 2 
